ABRAHAM    LINCOLN

he moved from New Salem to Springfield; his
partnership with Stuart made that move neces-
sary. This change to Springfield was the second
important event which must be noticed There
is an odd coincidence about it, of no significance
beyond its oddity. Lincoln entered Springfield
on April 15, 1837. He was then twenty-eight. He
had exactly twenty-eight more years to live to
the very day, for it was on April 15, 1865, that
he died. But the move to Springfield has greater
significance. It was the change from a village to a
large town, from a settlement with twenty
houses and one hundred people to a 'city' of
about two thousand inhabitants. Not that the
amenities of that city would seem good by the
standards of the cities of the Eastern states of
America at that time. There were no public
buildings and no paved streets; there was no
railway. But for Lincoln there was a wider
society. He lodged with Joshua Speed, a store-
keeper, free of charge. Speed had a double bed
upstairs, and the two men slept in it, according
to the custom of a frontier city. In the room at
the back of the store, round a large fireplace,
Speed and his friends talked at night. Lincoln
formed a close friendship with Speed. There too
he met William Hcrndon, then Speed's clerk
and Lincoln's future partner and his political
manager and adviser. Most interesting of all,
there was Stephen A. Douglas, later to become
Lincoln's great political antagonist in public
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